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Pyoderma Gangrenosum
A severe type of skin ulcer commonly associated with 
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) and chronic 
ulcerative colitis.
Rare in sub Saharan Africa
An example of how medical libraries support nursing 
research.
Search results were used by a Clinical Nurse 
Specialist in a Toronto hospital to write a poster 
presentation and a new protocol for pyoderma 
therapy.



Suggested search terms and 
limits

Pyoderma gangrenosum (PG)
Inflammatory Bowel Diseases (IBD)
Management / Therapy
Articles from 2005 to present
Articles in English language only



Use Hinari Accessible Databases to Research the 
Topic

CINAHL (Cumulative Index to Nursing and 
Allied Health Literature)

Pubmed (This includes Medline and journals not indexed in 
Medline) - provided by the Library of Medicine in the United 
States



Login to 

HINARI 



From the 
database list 

Select CINAHL



Enter the first search term.
Note that the 

“Suggest Subject Terms”
box is ticked 

to map our search term to 
appropriate CINAHL subject 

headings. 
Click the Search button.



The suggested CINAHL 
term is the same as the 

search term.

View the 
“Scope”
note.



Click on the term to view the 
“Tree” of terms below  

Pyoderma Gangrenosum



There are no related 
terms below the main 

search term.
Return to the Term List.



Click in the box beside the term 
and a list of subheadings will 

open on the right. Do not limit 
the search at this time; Include 

All Subheadings.

Search 
Database



Subheadings

Because the search results will be used for a 
new therapy protocol, the clinical nurse 
specialist asked us to begin with a broad 
search; so we will include all subheadings for 
each search term.





Enter the second term 
and search again.



Click on the CINAHL 
term to view the “Tree”

of related terms.



There are three additional 
terms under the original 
search term. We want to 
include all types of IBD so 
we will “explode” the term.



Again, include all 
subheadings and 
search database.



Combine the two 
search terms using the 

Boolean operator
‘AND’. This will narrow 

the search.



Limit search results 
to 2005 - 2011 and 

English only.



Obtain Additional Research from 
Medline

To obtain a more complete review of the 
literature, clinical researchers should always 
include a Medline search.
We will now repeat the search using Medline 
from PubMed.



Click on the 
PubMed link



We will begin our search 
using the MeSH Database –

using subject headings 
assigned by the indexers.



Enter the first 
search term.



Select the first 
heading as it best 

matches our search 
question



Do not tick these boxes.  
We will not restrict our 
search to PG as a MeSH 

Major Topic.
There are no MeSH terms 

below this term to be 
included.



Click ‘Add to 
search builder’

Note that by including 
all Subheadings we 

include therapy options.



Enter the second 
search term.



Do not tick these boxes.  
We will not restrict our 

search to IBD as a MeSH 
Major Topic.

We will include both 
MeSH terms below the 

main term



Add the second MeSH 
term to the search 
builder and search 

PubMed.



Click here to set 
limits for the 

search.



Select English 
language and the 

year range 
2005 – 2011 and 

Search. 



Note the free full 
text article filters



PubMed Keyword Searching

Because PubMed includes many journals that 
are not indexed with MeSH terms (Medical 
Subject Headings) and includes new articles 
too new to be indexed, we should also do a 
keyword search to capture those articles.

A keyword search can be completed in 
several ways; here we enter the keywords 
directly into the search box using the 
appropriate Boolean operators.



Note that these articles 
have not been indexed 
for Medline yet and are 

not included in the 
MeSH search results. 



Go to the advanced 
search page to combine 
the MeSH search results 
and the keyword search 

results.



Combine the MeSH 
term search with the 

keyword search 
using the Boolean 

operator ‘OR’.



Change the Display 
Settings to view 

the abstract and/or 
MeSH terms.



Evaluating and refining your 
results

•At this point you may add the search results to a reference 
management software such as Endnote which is available 
through Hinari.  

•Eliminate duplicates from the final list.

•Depending on the focus of your search, you should review 
the list of citations and delete those that are not 
appropriate.

•Read the abstract if available. Note the type of article ie. 
review article, research article, case study or commentary; 
The journal title may indicate the focus or subject area.



Response from the Clinical Nurse Specialist
re: importance of the search results when 

writing the new treatment protocol.

“The search provided a number of different journal 
sources, including some that we had not immediately 
considered. It also provided a general and specific 
review focus which is helpful because that allowed us 
to validate some of the information we were 
reviewing. The search also provided us with a range 
of 'research levels’: the odd serial cases as well as 
some controlled research cases.”


	Nursing Leadership�
	Pyoderma Gangrenosum
	Suggested search terms and limits
	Use Hinari Accessible Databases to Research the Topic�
	Subheadings
	Obtain Additional Research from �Medline
	PubMed Keyword Searching
	Evaluating and refining your results
	Response from the Clinical Nurse Specialist�re: importance of the search results when writing the new treatment protocol.

