
 Sidney Liswood Library 
 
600 University Avenue, 18th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M5G 1X5 
t: (416) 586-4800 x.4614 
f: (416) 586-4998 
www.mtsinai.on.ca 
library@mtsinai.on.ca 

 
 
 
Dear Petros:         June 2008 
 
I hope this email finds you well. 
It was a pleasure meeting you this past June at the Akaki Campus during the International Workshop on PhD programs for the 
Addis Ababa University.  As we discussed, I am putting our notes together to try to capture the essence of our library meetings. 
Based on the success of the Toronto Addis Ababa Psychiatry Project (TAAPP) we both do agree that our medical libraries 
should establish a partnership. 
 
A positive result of the International Symposium 2008 is that you and I agreed that the initiative to improve PhD programs in 
Ethiopia should include medical library support and services. Therefore, we need to create a strategy that makes sense and fits 
the goals and objectives of the Ethiopian PhD program expansion. Specifically, Ethiopia intends to train and retain well prepared 
academics who will continue to teach healthcare professionals as well as advance health research and evidence based health 
care. The capacity to conduct research and develop a local evidence base will also be expanded through the advancement of 
PhD programs in Ethiopia. 
 
The medical library must be positioned and prepared to support these initiatives. You and I discussed and highlighted a number 
of needs for your medical library’s success. You had mentioned that for our partnership to be sustainable a partnership occurs 
when individuals work on shared goals and when both partners are getting something from the shared goals. I believe you and I 
agree that one of our mutual goals was to enhance your medical library’s capacity. 
 
 
Three key areas emerged: 
 

1 The need for resources (print and electronic medical library resources). 
2 The recognition of technology limitations and the need for improvements for information technology infrastructure. 
3 The need for the transference of skills and expertise such as the introduction to the role of clinical librarianship. 

 
And I would like to recommend with your agreement, the need for assistance in the area of marketing and communicating library 
services to the health workers. 
 
The print resource needs of the Black Lion cover the following specific subject areas which I would be grateful if you would 
confirm are correct: 
 
ENT 
Plastic reconstructive surgery 
Neurosurgery 
Pediatric surgery 
Environmental health – public health 
Dermatology 
Physical therapy 
Rehabilitation 
Neurology 
Adult nursing 
Post graduate nursing materials 
Laboratory medicine 
Reproductive nursing 
Maternal – infant health 
Midwifery 
Dental 
Urology surgery 
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Laparoscopic surgery 
Surgery 
Pathology 
Upper GI 
Colorectal 
Physical Trauma 
Orthopedics 
 
Please review this list of subjects for desired books and add or delete as appropriate. 
 
My draft report of my trip to Ethiopia addresses an action plan on the identified key areas. I will prepare a timeline to compliment 
this plan as more information becomes available. I would like very much to work with you to determine your estimated time table 
for reading the materials I have sent to you. Please feel free to provide feedback and ask questions about the new clinical library 
role and the learning of evidence based practices I am introducing you to.  I would very much like this to be a dialogue between 
us and look forward to your thoughts on the materials and their applicability to your work in The Black Lion.   
 
 
Looking forward very much to hearing from you and to our ongoing collaboration. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Sandra Kendall BA, MLS 
Global Health Scholar, Peter A. Silverman Centre for International Health 
General Member Wilson Centre, University of Toronto 
Director Library Services, Mount Sinai Hospital 
Joseph and Wolf Lebovic Health Complex 
600 University Avenue Suite 18-234 
Toronto, ON M5G 1X5 
Phone: (416) 586-4800 x5903       Fax: (416) 586-4998 
skendall@mtsinai.on.ca
Bright Minds, Big Hearts, The Best Medicine 
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